rear derailleur, STX shifters, and STX crankset offer fluid shifting and sure-footed cranking. As far
as wheels, no worries — Araya TM820 rims laced to STX-RC hubs with stainless steel spokes
won't be a problem. Most interesting on the bike was the choice of the new DiaCompe “V-style”
brakes and levers. With a modern-looking metallic gray finish, a notable difference in design, both
the levers and brakes promised a variation to the now redundant market of “side-pull cantilevers.”
Everywhere else throughout the AluMax, the components took on the PFR signature including
handlebars, barends, seatpost, and cool matching embroidered saddle.

DIRT DOESN’T LIE

We grabbed our $999 Manitou Proc-equipped AluMax and headed to one of our favorite
Mountain Biking local trails for a tough day of testing. This trail literally had it all — fireroad
climbing, technical rocky drop-offs, twisting singletrack, and some of the best bermed tear-
streaming downbhills in Southern California. After pushing the AluMax to the limit through all
~these sections, we agreed that there wasn’t any particular area in which the bike lacked. Long
climbs were put to shame, thanks to the comfort of the 23" top tube and 17 chainstays. (Not to
mention the relatively light weight.) Once to the top of the hill, the AluMax ate up the descents
utilizing a slightly slacker feeling head angle to mellow out the front end. This could most notice-
ably be felt in the high speed sections we encountered where “lighter” front ends would tend to
act up. Don’t get us wrong — the AluMax could still handle the low-speed tight technical single-
~ track sections without feeling like a Mack truck, while still providing the front end confidence we
seek when flying on the open trail. We pushed the AluMax to the limit (possibly a little beyond on
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