


On board Parkpre’s Pro/Elite you've got
tons of room (as demonstrated by Marc
Fekkes), and great handling. You've also
got a lightweight titanium frameset that
weighs in right at 3.1 pounds, but sure
doesn’t feel like it, at least when it comes
to flex.
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arkpre could have been treading
dangerous territory when they sent
over their new Pro/Elite titanium

frame for evaluation. You see, we'd
already been extremely impressed with
the handling and ride characteristics of
their Tange Ultimate Ultralight Prestige
chromoly Team 925 frame. (In fact, one
of our staff members is riding one as his
full-time personal bike.)

Coming into the test, we looked at it
like this: the good news was, the Pro/Elite
uses geometry that’s identical to the 925.
The only bad news was (and is) that we're
just not so dazzled with titanium that just
the mere passing over of a titanium wand
on a frame makes it seem suddenly magi-
cal to us. In fact, there has been a case or
two of titanium frames that we've been far
less than excited about, where small di-
ameter tubes or long head tubes had led
to a very whippy, unpredictable frame. We
were hoping that this wouldn't be the case
with the Pro/Elite.

FASTER THAN THE
SPEED OF LIGHT

Looking over the frame before the
ride, we were impressed . . . there wasn't
a single thing that raised a red warning
flag. The frame's built by Litespeed, and
construction appears top-notch from top
to bottom. Clean, precise weld beads
abound, and there were great looking de-
tails in areas like the brake bosses and
dropouts. The seatstays and chainstays are
both tapered, and have a single bend in
each. Nothing fancy, but simple and clean
at the same time. Both sets of stays have
braces just ahead of the tire to help keep
things stiff in the rear end.

The tubing diameters for the top and
downtube are beefy indeed, with a
I-1/4-inch top, and a 1-1/2-inch downtube.
These mate up to a head tube that's ready
'n waiting for a 1-1/8-inch headset. The
seat tube doesn’t go unnoticed, since its
been ovalized at the lower end where it
meets the bottom bracket. The bottom
bracket shell itself is a narrow 68mm.

The measurements go like this. On
paper its designed with 72 degree steering
and seat tube angles, but by the time a sus-
pension fork is installed, these angles relax
to about 70.5 degrees for each. The top tube
on the 19-incher that we tested is a longish
23 inches, which, when mated with the new
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